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Capital: The capital of Alaska is Juneau 











Climate: Summers are mostly cool and wet, with 
temperatures from 60°F to 70°F. 





Daylight: There are approximately 16-18 hours of 
daylight during the summer. 





Population: There are approximately 30,000 resi- 
dents in Juneau. 


Size: Juneau is 3,108 square miles in area. 






Currency: As Alaska is a state of the United States 
of America, the U.S. dollar is the official currency. 
International credit cards are accepted widely. 


Emergency: 911 


HISTORY | 

In 1880, Joe Juneau and Richard Harris 
were prospecting in Alaska. They were led by 
three native guides to the Silver Bow Basin, where 
they discovered gold. Out of their discovery came 
a camp that became the capital city of Alaska: 
Juneau. 

Juneau was first named Harrisburg - some 
say because Harris was the only partner able to 
write and recorded it that way. The name didn’t 
stick. After news of the gold strike spread to 
Sitka, nearly 300 prospectors swarmed to the 
camp and renamed it Rockwell. Shortly after it 
became Juneau and that name stuck. 

Gold fever led to gold production. By 
1882 the world famous Treadwell Mine was oper- 
ational and expanding. Gold was what Juneau was 
all about, and within a decade of the Juneau/Har- 
ris discovery, wagon roads penetrated the valleys 
behind the camp-turned-town. Politics took cen- 
ter stage in Juneau from the beginning as well. 
The future state’s first political convention was 
held here in the summer of 1881. And in 1906 
the district government of Alaska transferred to 
Juneau from Sitka. 

Gold remained Juneau’s and Alaska’s 
mainstay until the government shutdown the 
mine in 1944 because of manpower and conserva- 
tion issues. By the time the mine was shutdown, 
the city had experienced a continuous rise in its 
territorial government activity and employment. 
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The Last Frontier 
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Willow Ptarmigan (pronounced tar-mi-gun) 
Sitka Spruce 

Dog mushing 


As you disembark the vessel, keep your eyes open for 
Patsy Ann. A deaf and mute bull terrier, Patsy Ann lived in the 


1930's. When steamships pulled into port, Patsy Ann could 
sense them coming and would race to meet them. This could 
be because return visitors always carried off scraps from the 
steamers’ dining rooms to share with her. When Patsy Ann 
died in 1942, she had a gala funeral. A large crowd came to 
pay their respects as her coffin was lowered into the Gastineau 
Channel. In tribute to Patsy Ann, a bronze statue was erected 
in Marine Park wharf, to forever greet guests arriving into 
uneau by sea. : 


By 1959, when Alaska became state number 49, 

overnment had all but filled the economic void 
fet by the empty mine. 

ile many people made a fortune durin 

the gold rush, Juneau and Harris never got ric 
from their discoveries. Juneau died broke in the 
Canadian Yukon and a collection had to be taken 
up to send his body home for burial in the city he 
co-founded. 


JUNEAU SPECIFICS 

Juneau is a combination of urban office 
buildings, hotels, houses, and the frontier wilder- 
ness that begins literally where the houses stop. 

Juneau’s population is pretty small, with a 
population of only 30,000 Alaskans. However, 
Juneau is one of the biggest towns in North Amer- 
ica with and area of 3,108 square miles. In terms 
of size, Juneau offers visitors a world of things to 
see and do. 

One of Juneau’s biggest attractions is the 
Alaska State Museum (open daily with an entrance 
charge) within walking distance of the downtown 
hotels and shopping. Next to the cruise ships, is 
Marine Park, a small park with benches and shady 
trees overlooking the dock and wharf area. Some 
impressive glaciers are also a short distance from 
Juneau. The best known is the Mendenhall Glaci- 


er-a in Juneau. 
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SKAGWAY, ALASKA 


Climate: Summer days can be very 
windy with temperatures in the mid 60s 
and 70s (°F). 


Daylight: There are approximately 18 
hours of daylight during the summer 
months. 


Population: Skagway has approxi- —e 
mately 800 residents. Small Boa 


Harbour 
Alaska State 


Size: Skagway has approximately a 20- 
Ferry Dock 


square-block area. 
Currency: As Alaska is a state of the 


United States of America, the U.S. dol- 
lar is the official currency. 


Emergency: 911 


HISTORY 

The big Gold Strike in the Yukon happened 
in August of 1896. Word did not reach the rest of 
the world until Portland, the steamship with the 
famous “ton of gold,” cruised into Seattle’s harbor 
about a year later. Twelve days later, the first of 
many hundreds of steamers brought men and sup- 
plies to Skagway. The town boomed overnight in 
the fall of 1897. 

The strike was discovered in the Klondike in 
a period of economic depression, attracting the 
penniless, the adventurous and the unscrupulous. 
From 1897 to 1898, 100,000 people poured into 
Dawson in the Klondike in search of gold. Daw- 
son is in Canada, but the best way to reach it was 
by ship from Seattle to Skagway. Pioneers then 
crossed 600 miles over one of two treacherous 
passes - the White Pass from Skagway or the 
Chilkoot from Dyea. 

The Chilkoot pass was the harder pass to 
cross. The crossing was made more treacherous by 
the Canadian Government’s requirements. After 
some of the early prospectors died of starvation, 
they insisted that each prospector carry literally a 
ton of gear over the pass. Many of the men would 
put a 60 pound load on their back, walk five miles, 
cache it, and backtrack five miles for the next load. 
This meant that the prospectors ended up walking 
1,800 miles to transport their gear from the shore- 
line to the headwaters of the Yukon River. 

The White Pass was the easier pass, but was 
controlled by Jefferson Randolph “Soapy” Smith, 
one of the most notorious characters from the gold 
boom, who had earlier been chased out of Col- 
orado. There were numerous stories of men being 
robbed and murdered on this pass. 

Soapy was a legendary con-man who set up 
his gang in Skagway. For nine months, he por- 
trayed himself as a civic leader, winning the alle- 
giance of not only prostitutes, gamblers and saloon 
keepers, but also of bankers, editors and church 
builders. Although Soapy conned many people out 
of thousands of dollars, he wasn’t completely 
unpopular. He gave money to widows and 
orphans, set up a recruiting office for the Spanish- 
American War, and was honored by an Alaskan 
governor for his civic efforts. Soapy virtually ran 
Skagway until things got out of hand, and his 
downfall came quick and hard. 

After Soapy’s gang robbed a miner (a com- 
mon occurrence) of $2,670 worth of gold in broad 
daylight, and Soapy refused to return it, the locals 
formed a vigilante committee, the “Committee of 


One Hundred and One,” to deal with him. Frank 


Reid, a city engineer, organized the lynch mob to © 


come after Soapy. On July 8, 1898 Soapy tried to 
force his way into the vigilante meeting and Soapy 
and Frank ended up killing each other in a 
shootout. 

The Klondike Rush subsided by 1900, but 
Skagway was set up for life.as the port for Yukon. 


SKAGWAY SPECIFICS 

Skagway is one of the most beautiful towns 
in Alaska. Situated at the northern end of Southeast 
Alaska’s Inside Passage, Skagway blends history 
with natural beauty and is the natural jumping-off 
point for anyone taking the shortcut over the coastal 
mountains into Canada’s Yukon. When. approaching 
Skagway by cruise-ship, you will see a tiny town at 
the base of a river valley surrounded by mountains 
rising straight out of the salt-water fjord, anywhere 
from 5,000 to 7,000 feet. 

One of the scenic highlights in Skagway is 
the narrow gauge train that runs along the White 
Pass. It’s a turn-of the-century parlor car train that 
seems to cling to the cliffs in the mountain side. 
You can look hundreds of feet below to see the old 
trails that the prospectors used or view the cliffs of 
the opposite canyons. 

Skagway has one main street, Broadway, 
which is the center of activity. It starts at the cruise 
ship dock and stretches to the end of town, past 
Klondike Gold Rush National Historic Park & Visi- 
tors Center, the Arctic Brotherhood Hall, the Mascot 
Saloon, Eagle’s Hall and many stores and restau- 
rants. Running parallel with Broadway is State 
Street. If you follow State Street for about a mile, 
you'll come to the Gold Rush Cemetery where 
Soapy Smith and Frank Reid are buried. 

Any Yukoner who goes to the coast on 


~weekends will tell you that Skagway is the party 


town. The saloons in town are usually hopping, 
especially on days when the cruise-ships are in 
town. There are festivals all through the summer, 
where the locals come out to enjoy the weekends. 
In late March is the Windfest - a celebration of the 
coming of spring and longer days. They have 
chainsaw tosses, chili cooking contests and other 
events at this party. Other festivals include the 
Summer Solstice Party around June 21, a traditional 
gold rush Fourth of July Party and the Klondike 
Trail of 98 Road Relay that is held on the second 
weekend of September. In this race, about 100 10- 
person teams run 110 miles from Skagway to White- 
horse 
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Capital: The capital of Alaska} 
is Juneau. Haines is approxi-}| 
mately 75 miles north of] 
Juneau. . 












Climate: Summers are cool and 
dry, averaging 46-66 degrees] 
Fahrenheit. 










Daylight: Local and tourists 
enjoy approximately 18 hours 
of daylight in the summer, a 
phenomenon known as the 
Midnight Sun. 









Population: Approximately 
2,600 residents live in Haines,| 
and 18.1% are native Alaskans. 











Size: With only 8 sq. miles of 
land and 7 sq. miles of water, 
Haines is a small city. 





Currency: Because Alaska is 
part of the United States, the 
U.S. dollar is the official curren- 
cy. Credit cards and travelers 
checks are widely accepted. 







Emergency: 911 





HISTORY 

Molded by its rich and diverse history, Haines 
reflects a series of historical events. The original 
inhabitants, the Chilkat Tlingit Indians, called their 
home Deishu, meaning “end of the trail;” They cen- 
tered their lives on hunting, trading and fishing. 

In 1881 Eugene and Caroline Willard estab- 
lished a Presbyterian Mission called the Chilkat 
Mission. Later, it was renamed in honor of Mrs. FE. 
Haines, who raised the funds for the mission. Fol. 
lowing these missionaries, gold miners soon settled 
in Haines helping it become a.mining supply center. 

In 1897, an entrepreneur, Jack Da ton, turned 
a Tlingit trade route into a toll road for miners to 
reach the gold fields. The Dalton Trail, as it was 
called, reached over the Chilkat Pass and followed 
the general route of the modern Haines Highway. 
Dalton reaped the profits of this successful toll road 
until White Pass & Yukon Railroad put him out of 
business. 

During the Klondike Gold Rush (1898), the 
first permanent post in Alaska, Ft. William H. 
Seward, was established when a boundary. dispute 
broke out between the United States and Canada. 

€ army post served as a major constituent of the 
Haines economy until after WWII when the fort 
' deactivated. 

WWII led to the construction of the 159-mile 
Haines highway to link the Southeast and the 
Alcan. In the early 1970's, the road finally was 
opened in the winter and a radio check system was 
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necessary to make sure cars made it through. By 
the 1980's, the Haines highway was fully paved. 
Today, more that 50,000 travelers use this highway 
every year. 


HAINES SPECIFICS 

Located on the Lynn Canal, the longest and 
deepest fjord in North America, and surrounded by 
more than 27-million acres of protected wilderness, 
Haines lies amidst a world of beauty. Get ready to 
enjoy spectacular scenery including lakes, rivers, 
peaks, glaciers, meadows and extensive wildlife. 
Explore this utopia by plane, boat, kayak, carriage, _ 
bus, bike or foot. 

As you travel through the Lynn Canal, keep in 
mind that this narrow glacial formed inlet reaches 
depths of over 2000 feet and stretches over 100 
miles long. Haines offers a variety of sightseeing for 
everyone. For example, White Fang, the popular 
movie, was filmed in Haines. Its gold rush set can 
be seen at the grounds of the Southeast Alaska State 


Fair. 

Bordering Haines, the Chilkat Bald Eagle Pre- 
Serve serves as the home to the largest gathering of 
the Bald Eagles in the world. The preserve consists 
of 48,000 acres and was created to protect the 
eagles and their critical habitat. The open water 
and plentiful food bring in more than 3,000 eagles a 
year. The Haines highway features excellent eagle 
viewing pullouts for eagle watchers and photogra- 


The Lynn Canal hosts the summer feeding for 
the largest concentration of Humpback Whales in 
the North Pacific. These same waters also shelter 
sea lions, porpoises and seals, 

The Sheldon Museum features the history of 
Haines. The museum depicts the history of the 
Tlingit Indians, pioneers, and Fort William H. 
Seward. 

Alaska Indian Arts is dedicated to the culture 
and art of the Northwest Coast Indian tribes. It fea- 
tures outstanding craftsmen and artisans creating 
totem poles (found in many states and nations), 
masks, ceremonial blankets and silver jewelry. It is 
also the home of the internationally famous Chilkat 
Dancers. 

Haines also offers five species of locally caught 
salmon. The salmon travel from the Pacific and 
through the fjord on their way to their spawning 
grounds, the Chilkoot and Chilkat rivers. At their 
prime, these mature salmon fill the city of Haines. 
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